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YOLUME LVL

ASTORIA, OREGON, THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 1903,

ATORIA |n the seaport of Ore-
gon, and the best sltuated
entrepot on the entire Paclile
const, Lovated at the mouth
of the mighty Columbin

rlver, With an empire of wealth behind
it, the city is deatined soon to become
an important American metroolls, han-
diing the commerce of the millions
in the Orlent and contrelling the ship-
ping of the western ocean, Alinost 82
yoars have rolled by since the slte of
Antorin was selobad, bat the windom of
the choles of the ploneers who braved
the dangers Incldent to the voyage to
the unknown western country has heen
fully establighed,

Antorin takes its name from Ameri-
on's fiest grant financier, John Jucob As-
tor, whose rare foresight told him that
the west was some day to become B
most Important part of our country.
Encouragsd by the assletance lont him
by President Jeferson, Mr, Astor dls-
patched two expeditions o the west
in 1810, the ship Tonquin safling from
Now York July §, and an overland par-
ty departing from 8t. Louls October 1.
The Towuin arrived off the Columbla
viver on March 23 of the year follow-
ing her departure and three days Iater
entered the river, On Aprhl 15, 1811,
the real da‘e of Astoria’s beginnlng,
the site for the town was selected, A
small fort wans bullt, gardens planted,
dwellings erccted, and the settlement
christened Astorin, for the Intrenid
financler who had Isunched the gigan-
tioundertaking, With the completion of
the post, the rtars and otripes were
rilsed over n Paclfic coast seltlement
for the first time, Less than six years
previously Caplains Lewls and Clark
had arrived at the great western ocean
and made thelr winter quarters on the
dtream, & few milos southwest of the
city, thit bears thelr names, The overs
land sxpedition sont out by Mr. Astor
reaghed Astoria Pebruary 18, 1819, and
eagerly sought refuge In the homa that
had been provided by the eréw of the
Tonquln.

Astorin was an American post untll
December 13, 1813, when the British war-

shipg Raccoon compelled the Americans
to eviaouate. October 6, 1818, the settles
ment reverisd to the United Btates un-
dar the tronty of CGhent.

The conntitution of the United Sinten,
framed wore thon 126 years wgo, has
proven (o be a most remarkable cren-
tlon, serving as It has to govern a nn-
ton of Independent ppople with so few
amendments, But the foresight of !ts
fenmers  was oot more remarkable
than that of the projeclors of the As-
torla enterprise, who saw in the fu.
ture & vast trade opening up for uur
eopntry with the natlons of the far
eant, That orleatad irafle wae the
drenim of Astor's life Just as our finan-
clors of today are seeking o control
It

A somawhat peculler ombination of
clreumstances hag been the means of
retarding the growth of the olty of As-
torin fos many years. When the st
rush to the northwest was made, thros
transcontinental rallroads were bullt to
the northayest coast, two terminating
on Puget sound and the third having
{ta terminal at Portland., The extent
of the western rush proved a disap-
pointment to ralroad Interesta, with
the result that, after a whort struggle
for . trafic, an Arrangement wam en-
tered Into whareby the business wan
oqually divided, The ruliroad termi-
nating at Portland enjoyed the advan-
taje of a down grade from the great
grain-growing sections, whereas the
roads terminating on the sound were
compelled 1o haul over two mountain
ranges; and It was shown in The As-
torian during the memorable comman-
point discussion that the Oregon road
waa able to haul graln from inldnd
emplire points to the ssaboard for about
one-Afth the cost to the sound roads.
Matiors wore somewhat equallesed,
however, on account of the less nd.
vantagious seaport facllitien of *the
Oregon roadi .

Up to the present time the)railroads
have not utllimed the most desirable
Paciflo port, thelr Intérests belng har-
‘monious, but there promises sbon to
oome & clash in the Agbt for the vaat

trade of the far enst. When that clash
comes, Astorla harbor will be utiised
to ita fullest extent, and, this port en-
joying the mort favorable grades, with
ample  harbor accommodations, the
bulk of the business must of necesalty
be done here. Fxtensive plans have
been prepared for Improvement of the
entrance to the Columbla, where &
depth of 40 feet at low water la to
ba provided, by means of an extended
jetty and dredging oparations. The
Intest movement In the rallrond world
Indleates that the Harriman system s
to seak an outlet at Astorla, which,
boing a fresh-water harbor and of clos-
ér proximity to the Orlent than any
other Pacifio coast port, will become
the chief trade mart of the commerce
for which billions are fighting.

Astoria is Orogon’s gecond city, hav-
Ing now a population of “etween 13,000
and 14,000, It fs metropolitan In every
respect, having all modern conven-
loncen. Ita princlpal transpotrtation
line, the Astorla & Columbla River
ralirond, malntains the heat service
glven In Oregon, and steamers ply
regularly to all important points on
the Pacific ocean, am well us to the
inland cities of the state. It rnjoys ex-
cellent stroel car, lghting and water
systems, boasta of stores that are not
surpassed In the Paeific northwest, and
1s gradunlly becoming a manufactur-
Ing center of Importance, Its people
are progreasive, willing to ald any
desorving enterprise, and durlng the
year just closed have glven liberally
{0 the vetablishment of new muterprises.
It In estimated that the population of
the oity has [ncreased 20 percent during
the past year, and the fmpetus given
the principal industries during 1802 hida
falr to continue for some yeara to come.
No other northwest city haa such flag-
tering prospects, and another decade
will see Astorla's population grown to
ulm

Perhaps no other city on the entire

Phcific coast holds out better Induce-
mants to the homeseeker or to the cap-
fialiat who desires profitable invaest-

ment, The workingmen of Astorla are

pabl the highest wages prevalling nny-
whera In the country, all branches of
trade beilng unionized, and there is
gearcely an Idle man (o be found here.
At all times of the year the demand
for labor Is good, and the stranger lo-
cating In this oity need have no fear
that eruployment cannot be found. The
rapld development of the lumbering In-
dustry has crented o very steady de-
mand for lnborers, and manufacturers
are often sorely pressed for men,

In this western country the capltal-
Ist of medlum wealth finds substantia:
openings In many lines, The felds for
investmeant here are many and Lhose
seeking new business Jocations will
find opportunities equal to aby offered
elsewhera In the west, The Astorla
commercial bodles frequently provide
riten for new enterprises and in other
ways assiet promoters lh making their
investments. During the year just
passed the joint manufnctories commit-
tes of the Astorin Chamber of Come
meree and Astorin Progressiva Com-
merclal assoclation located five new en-
terprises which give employment to
fully 500 persons, ¥he people of the clty
liberally assisting some of the new con-
cerns with ocash subscriptions.  Exoel-
lent pltes with rall and waler connec-
tion can be had slmost for the asking.

The coming year glves promise of
boing the most proiperous in the his-
tory of this city, All lines of manu-
facture are making rapid advances.
and rallroad developments will result
In renewed activity., The beginning of
1904 should see Astorla a city of 20,000
people and & still more bustling center
of enterprise,

The outlook for the year 1008 In
brighter than «wver before, Astoria will
produce almost $8,000,000 In fAsh and
lumber this year, or $400 for every man,
woman and ohlld reslding In the clty.
The value of the product of other In-
dustries 18 not here considered, but will
add fully another million and a half
to the total. The year will probably
be one of the most prospercus In the
history of the city.

The work of artificial propagation,

which has been carried on suocessful-
ly for seven or elght years, Insureg a
plentiful supply of salmon, and, with
Increased facllities for hanfing the
supply, the pack will = a large one,
Astoria will have one new cannery this
year, that of the Tallant-Grant Pack-
ing company, This cannery will be Jo-
caterd In the west end, and white la-
bor only wil be employed. Prepara-
tlons are being made by the promoters
to pack between 35,000 and 50,000 cases,
amd the Institution will add materinlly
tn the local payroll, The Banborn-Cut-
ting Packing company's plant has been
enlarged during the winter months and
will have increased capacity, while the
other packing housss will be In position
to take care of all the fisxh offered.
The pack of the lower viver cannerles
will doublless reach 350,000 cases, worth
more than $2,000,008, The weveral cold-
storage plants last year Nandled §1,290,-
000 worth of salmon, and will freeae
anil plekle even more this year, In-
cluding the freah fish for local and
nearby markets, the fisheries Interests
of Astorla will produce moce than §4.-
000,000 during 1203,

An even more notable galn will be
made In lumbering, There are seven
mills In Astorin and its saburbs, and
the estimated output of these plants
In 500,000 feet dally, This &ces not in-
clude the output of the Columbla mills,
at Xnapp'on, which are practically an
Astorla institution, and which will cut
an additlonal 00,000 feet daily. The to-
tal output of the Astoria mills per day
will be as follows:

Hume Mill Co. .ouiiyes
Clatgop MEL €0 cicsvarine
Astorla Box C0. civvivasssissssans 35,000
Necanloum Lumber Co. .oovvvny.. 85,000
Westport Mill Co .oocvinianananes 6,000
Universal Co, .ov 36,000
Warren & Lester ...ivcuiioessas 50,000

o ewdae s 22 126,000
100,000

This statement ghows the output of
the several mills in a day of 10 hours.
On account of the henvy demand for
lumber, however, the mills will all run
overtime, and 1t In lkely the output

will exceed 690,000 feet daily. But, tak-
ing the 10-hour capacity of the plants
us a basis for the estimate, the Tagsly
output of lumber will be 3,000,000 feet,
and the output for the year 166,000,000
feet. This product will be worth In
the neighborhood of $2,000,000, of which
sbout §$1,500,000 will be distributed
among the loggers and employes of
the mills,

In the following table are shown the
value of the products of the principal
Industries of Astoria, the number of
employes and the amount of money
disbursed by employers for material
and wages, This table s confined sole-
Iy to the princlpal manufacturing en-
terprises, and does nol include the val-
ue of the products of farmns, shipyards,
soda works, cooperages, paint manufac-

inexcelled transportation facilities,
Complete schaol system.
Good hotels.
Fine stores in all lines.
Farty civic societies,
Three dally and six weekly newspa-
pers,
Excellent telegraph and telephons
serviee,
Three banks and two express offices
First-class theater,
Fourteen churches,
Labor unlons, representing every
branch of trade.
Two energetic commercial assocla
tions.
Two social clubm
Admirably conducted hospltal
Miles of magufacturing sltes
Plenty of fine residence and business
property.

tories, plumbing estublishments, ete.:

Vilue

Industry — Product.
BAIMON «oovvnre srnnnsrnnsens e 3,000,000
Lumber Jeiisasivnirassesl NS
Iron, brass, efc. ...covevirvrnnes 700,000
Beer and 0@ ......ociciveennies 150,000
Totals iiaisnin GAYALH a2 inae 96,850,000

Amount
Disbursed
1,718,000
1,450,000
116,500
23,500

3,504,300

K v

ﬂtr,:!:gsﬂ

It would indeed be difficult to estimate
the value of the other products of the
city and county, but the grand total
will unquestionably reach §7,800.000, or
about $600 per capita. That more In-
stitutions will be secured during the
present year Is assured, and the out-
put of Astoria’s industiries will show
a decided gain over the figures here
glven.

The effect of this great production
of wealth will be feit In every line of
business. The golden harvest will be
here, and he who falls to reap will him-
self be to blame,

SOME PFACTS OF INTEREST.
ASTORIA HAB—
A §3,000,000 gravity water system,
A pald fire department.
Flrst-class street car service,
Jag and electrio lUgating systems.
Pree public lbrary,

Is the only fresh water seaport
the Paclfic coast.
15 situated at the mouth of a b
that drains an empite, . i
!lﬁnlhuborhmmmbﬂ.-‘
coflnmodate the combined shipping of 3
the Pacific coast. &l
Has a trunk line rallroad ’
It with four transcontinentsl 4
Is the uttermost rallroad extension - i
point on the Amerlcan continent, =
Is 200 miles nearer Yokohama
other oriental poris than any other Pa-
¢ific coast port.
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